
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  CONTACT:  
  Lernard Freeman 

 Weichert Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. 
 973-401-5578 

lfreeman@weichertrealtors.net  
  

Local REALTORS® Association Names Michelle Dekoekkoek of  
Weichert, Realtors®- Vanson Associates a Finalist for Rookie of the Year Award  

 
BELLINGHAM, Wash. / Jan. 5, 2018 — Weichert, Realtors® - Vanson Associates is proud to announce that Michelle Dekoekkoek has been 
named a finalist for the 2017 Rookie of the Year award presented by the Whatcom County Association of REALTORS. Dekoekkoek is a 
real estate agent at the Weichert® affiliate, which has offices in Bellingham and Maple Falls. 
 
The Rookie of the Year will be selected at the 110th Whatcom County Association of REALTORS installation and 
awards banquet on Jan. 12 at the Four Points by Sheraton Hotel & Conference Center in Bellingham. 
 
“I’m honored and extremely touched to be nominated as a finalist for this prestigious award by my local real 
estate association,” said Dekoekkoek. “This recognition would not have been possible, however, without the 
support I’ve received from my colleagues here in the office and the resources provided by Weichert, which 
help me create memorable experiences for my clients.” 
 
Dekoekkoek also believes she has benefitted tremendously from being a part of an association that strives to 
improve the reputation of real estate professionals locally. 
 
“I made it a priority to attend as many of the networking and learning opportunities sponsored by our county association last year,” 
added Dekoekkoek, who lives in Everson. “These are great ways to connect with other REALTORS and learn from industry experts.” 
 
Dekoekkoek has been a member of the Whatcom County Association of REALTORS since 2016. She began working at Weichert, 
Realtors® - Vanson Associates the same year as part of a team of knowledgeable agents, which brings many years of combined real 
estate expertise to its clients. 
 
“We are so proud of Michelle’s accomplishments as a first-year real estate agent, as well as her nomination as a Rookie of the Year 
finalist by the county’s REALTORS association,” said the managing broker/owner at Weichert, Realtors® - Vanson Associates, Jack 
Hovenier. “This nomination underscores Michelle’s commitment to go above and beyond to offer her clients the best real estate service 
in the industry. We wish her all the best at the awards banquet.” 
 
Weichert, Realtors® - Vanson Associates is an independently owned and operated Weichert affiliate. The company serves Whatcom 
County and surrounding areas.  
 
For more information about the Weichert, Realtors® - Vanson Associates Bellingham office, located at 2900 Meridian Street, or the 
Maple Falls office at 8193 Kendall Road, contact Jack Hovenier at 360-933-0001.  
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About Weichert Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.: Weichert Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. has grown steadily since Jim Weichert, president, chairman and CEO of Weichert Companies, 
launched the company’s franchise division in 2001. The affiliate division was created to offer a business model for franchisee ownership candidates described as “a clearly 
defined operating system for marketing and managing a real estate business.” Weichert Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. announced its first affiliate in 2002, was ranked as one of 
the top traditional residential real estate franchises in Entrepreneur’s 2017 Franchise 500 and was identified in 2017 by Franchise Business Review as one of the top U.S. 
franchises. Weichert Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. has offices serving over 300 markets in 39 states. For more information about Weichert, visit Weichert.com or for information 
on franchise opportunities visit WeichertFranchise.com.  
 

Each Weichert® franchised office is independently owned and operated. 
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